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Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Jorden Schiff 

The month of November is here and the school year is 
well underway. Back-to-School Nights were held in 
each school in September providing parents with an 
overview of the academic year ahead for their children. 
Parent/Teacher conferences are scheduled for 
November 17 through November 21 depending on your 
child’s school.  
 
It was a pleasure to welcome new employees at the 
September 25 Board of Education meeting. Principals 
from each school introduced over 75 new staff 
members followed by a brief reception. On behalf of 
the Board of Education, welcome to Hillsborough and 
best wishes for a terrific school year! As a reminder, 
the next Board of Education meeting is scheduled for 
November 13. Meetings are held in the ARIS 
cafetorium at 7:30 p.m.   
 
The Hillsborough High School Raider Marching Band 
hosted their 24th annual Hillsborough Marching Band 
Festival on October 14 at Noonan Field. This is always 
an outstanding event enjoyed by all who attend. Thank 

you to parents and staff who volunteere countless 
hours to make this festival such a success each year.   
 
The district participated in Red Ribbon Week from 
October 23-31, 2017. The National Red Ribbon 
Campaign encourages the community to participate in 
drug prevention education activities and to pledge, 
“Your Future is Key, So Stay Drug Free!”. The Red 
Ribbon Proclamation was read by Board President 
Gregory Gillette at the October 9 Board of Education 
meeting to kick off the activities taking place in our 
schools.   
 
In closing, the start of the school year is a good time 
to remind all stakeholders how Hillsborough Township 
Board of Education meeting agendas and meeting 
minutes can be accessed by the public. Agendas can 
be viewed from the district website by 6:00 p.m. on 
the Friday before scheduled Board of Education 
meetings. This is a useful way to follow the activities 
of the board if you are not able to attend the 
meetings. Videos of each Board of Education meeting 
may be viewed on the district’s Youtube Channel. 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes and Dr. Kim Feltre 

It’s All About the Learning 
Learning versus teaching or learning versus 
grading—the focus for future success by students is 
a focus on the LEARNING.  
 
As educators and parents, we are preparing 
students for a future full of information that needs to 
be analyzed for understanding. Careers will focus on 
problem-solving and innovation to keep us healthy 
and economically sound. The top ten skills that 
employers are looking for include skills such as 
being able to work in a team, making decisions, 
analyzing data, communicating effectively which 
require students to be focused on learning as 
opposed to grades (Forbes, 2016). 
 
The goal for teachers and parents is to promote a 
love of learning in their students that will serve to 
prepare them to be successful in life. Seeing 
students engaged and excited about learning is 

every parent and teacher’s dream. As discussed in 
“Grading to Communicate” (Winger, 2005), if 
grades do not convey information about mastery 
and skill acquisition, they can impede learning. As 
such, the purpose of grading practices in 
Hillsborough Schools is to promote a focus on the 
learning. We want to transition students from 
seeing grades as a commodity to viewing grades 
as a reflection of their learning (Winger, 2005). We 
want to engage students and parents in 
discussions regarding student mastery of the 
standards as opposed to compliance.  
 
We encourage you to help your child take 
ownership of his/her learning and focus on 
mastering the content. If s/he does so, his/her 
grades will communicate the learning. 
Assessments are part of the learning process and 
we encourage you to engage your child in 

(Continued on page 12) 

https://www.youtube.com/user/hillsboroughschools


Amsterdam School Eagles are set to 
spread their wings and soar to new heights 
this school year! We began our flight with a 
school-wide Welcome Back Assembly. The 
school body took the time to welcome new 
friends, say hello to old friends and 
celebrate new beginnings! As a school, we 
pledged to play smart by following our 
school playground and recess rules.   
 
The Week of Respect took place from 
October 2 through October 6. During this 
week, students participated in activities 
which focused on R-E-S-P-E-C-T for others 
and anti-bullying strategies.  
 
Some of the activities included: 
 Wear Your Favorite Team Shirt or 

Colors to illustrate that at Amsterdam 
Elementary School, students and staff, 
work together as a team. 

 Wear Your Favorite Socks to reinforce 
that at Amsterdam Elementary 

School, students and staff accept 
each other for our differences. 

 Wear Your Favorite wristband to 
demonstrate that at Amsterdam 
Elementary School, students and 
staff band together to be respectful! 

 School Spirit Day - Wear School 
Colors to show that at Amsterdam 
Elementary School, students 
appreciate and respect Amsterdam 
School. 

 
Our goal was to reinforce that at 
Amsterdam School we work together, 
accept each other’s differences and 
support the anti-bullying message.  

 
To celebrate Fire Safety Month, the 
primary grades had an opportunity to 
visit with the Woods Road Fire 
Company. The big red fire truck is 
always a hit with our young students! 
The firefighters delivered a strong 
message about fire prevention and 
gifted our students with coloring books 
and crayons. 
 

Amsterdam School students were 
presented with a Character 
Education Kick-off Assembly. Our 
A m s t e r d a m  E a g l e s  w e r e 
encouraged to “spread their wings” 
by participating in acts of kindness. 
They were reminded that the 
Amsterdam Eagle and our teachers 
would be on the hunt every month to 
catch a student or two spreading 
their wings by being “bucket fillers.” 
Every month select students will be 
named Amsterdam School’s Kids of 
Character! The whole school is up to 
the challenge, trying to incorporate 
kindness into their everyday actions 
and words! 
 
Amsterdam School students have 
set their flight plan for the upcoming 
school year. They have taken flight 
and are aiming to soar to new 
heights! We are looking forward to 
sharing our journey with you. Are 
you ready to soar with us? Have a 
great school year! 

Amsterdam Elementary School—Dr. Mary Ann Mullady, Principal 
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Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal 

HES proudly collected $500 towards 
hurricane relief. Thank you to all in the 
Star community who contributed. HES 
shines kindness on everyone around 
us. We can help! 
 
On September 22, HES Stars enjoyed 
our first Family Roller Skating Night. 
Special thanks go to Mrs. Jennifer 
Hopson and the wonderful HES Home 
& School Association for their work in 
“getting the wheels in motion!” 
 
Thank you to Eagle Scout Shreyas 
Murali, who built a buddy bench for the 
recess area as his project for the Boy 
Scouts of America’s highest award.  
Because of his work, students looking 
for someone to play with at recess have 
a place to go, letting others know that 
they want to join up with someone else. 
Our HES Stars quickly respond and 
make sure everyone has a friend. 
 
Thank you to all the parent volunteers 
and student shoppers who made our 
HES Scholastic Book Fair a success! 
The fair was held on October 2-6.  
Many students came prepared to shop, 
and some of the most popular items 
flew off the shelves. We also had two 
lucky winners from the Family Night 
raffle and eight lucky winners from the 
in-school raffle. Congratulations to the 
winners! Another wonderful opportunity 
to purchase great books and support 
HES at the same time is the Barnes & 
Noble Night in December. Hope to see 
you there! 
 
Mrs. Nork’s kindergarten classes were 
so excited to start Writer's Workshop! 
The children were told that, from now 
on, they will all be writers. All they have 
to do is think of something they know 
about and then with drawings and 
writing, put what they know on paper.  
The children were thrilled to get to work 
on their stories, adding details to their 

Welcome to the 
2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8 
school year!  The 
first day of school 
was a very 
exciting one for 
our HES Stars as 
they eagerly 
began the new 
school year, 
which is destined 

to be a great one! 
 
Each morning, HES begins our day with 
three minutes of mindfulness as part of our 
morning announcements. HES Stars are 
learning to become more present, reduce 
stress and anxiety, and focus attention on 
learning. Managing stress and negative 
emotions are of utmost importance in our 
daily lives. Research shows that practicing 
mindfulness in schools has a life-long 
positive impact on well-being. Since these 
skills have value for all of us, feel free to 
ask your child to teach you a few 
mindfulness techniques that may also 
make a difference at home. 

Hillsborough Elementary School is happy 
to welcome Ms. Tiffany Mandl, our full-time 
guidance counselor! She has helped plan 
the Character Counts assemblies, including 
the theme of responsibility for September 
and respect for October. She has also 
taught lessons in each class on the 
important characteristics of each character 
trait and always being the best Star you 
can be. We are thrilled to have her! 

pictures and words like real writers 
do! 
 
During social studies, the students in 
Miss Mistretta's Transitional Primary 
class have been learning all about 
what it means to be unique. They 
are noticing how people look 
different, have different interests, 
and different dislikes. The students 
know that each person is special in 
his/her own way. The class has 
been completing activities to 
celebrate uniqueness. One day, 
students listened to the book Only 
One You by Linda Kranz.  
Afterwards, they made their own 
unique fish by painting a rock they 
brought to school. Their fish are all 
different and special—just like they 
are! We may be different fish but we 
all swim in harmony at HES. 
 
Third grade is off to a great start. In 
writing, students have been working 
on personal narratives. The children 
had the opportunity to start a 
memory scrapbook. Each week, 
they write about a recent moment in 
their life. The topics thus far have 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Sunnymead Elementary School—Dr. Tammy Jenkins, Principal 

They will show you how they record 
these “tiny topics” and use these 
ideas to write small moment 
stories. Stay tuned… these writers 
will be published authors soon! The 
2nd grade teachers are so proud of 
their students and can’t wait to 
watch them grow! 
 
Master GOAT 
Welcome back Sunnymead. This 
year in Physical Education class, 
students are trying to Master GOAT 
(Goals Of Athletic Training). Mrs. 
Wynkoop has created a bulletin 
board with 20 different GOATs. 
Each GOAT asks the students to 
complete a different task. Students 
have three attempts to Master the 

Our 2nd grade students at Sunnymead 
had a great start to the school year. 
They have adjusted nicely to our 
classroom routines and are well on 
their way to learning! The children 
have been working hard to build their 
reading stamina through daily practice. 
The students are picking great books 
and using their new Chromebooks to 
read on RAZ Kids. They are close to 
reaching their October goal of reading 
for 20 uninterrupted minutes. They are 
also busy practicing their math facts 
and enjoying Everyday Math learning 
and games both in class and online.  
 
Do you have a special moment or 
memory? Talk to our 2nd graders 
about their “tiny topic” notebooks. 

GOAT. If the 
s t u d e n t  i s 
successful, he/
she will get that 
GOAT by his/
h e r  n a m e . 
GOATs vary in 
difficulty, and 
a re  most l y 
f i t n e s s  o r 
strength-based. 
So far this year, 
21 students 
have mastered 
at least one 
GOAT. If a 
student has 
trouble with the 
GOAT,  the 
student can try 
again another 
time during the 
year. What do 
you  t h ink? 

Could you master any GOATs? 
Twenty push-ups in 30 seconds, 
hula hoop for one minute, pull-ups, 
chin-ups, V-seat balance hold, 
rock climbing and more. Ask your 
child how he/she is doing with 
GOATS. Have a great school year 
and keeping moving! 
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Triangle Elementary School—Mrs. Lisa Heisel, Principal 

Happy Fall! 
It’s hard to believe fall is in full swing. 
The month of September flew by, with 
Triangle students and staff getting back 
into the routine of school. We 
celebrated with a visit from Stripes on 
the first day of school as well as many 
wonderful activities in the classroom. 
 
We enjoyed the great weather the 
month of September had to offer and 
celebrated with a Drop Everything and 
Dance! 
 
This year we are concentrating on 
respect and mindfulness. Students will 
practice their “belly breathing” and 
participate in many wonderful activities. 
We are collecting Socks for the 
Homeless during “Socktober” as part of 
the month of Respect. On October 2, 
we kicked off the Week of Respect with 
our monthly Mindful Monday Pep Rally. 

Students were treated to a skit by 
teachers illustrating respect and 
not respect. Throughout October 
we had lots of fun activities that  
culminated in Red Ribbon Week 
at the end of the month.  
 
 

Triangle School.....  
It’s GRRRREAT!!!! 

 



On September 7, 2017, Woodfern 
School officially opened its doors to 
begin the 2017-2018 school year!  
Faculty and staff waited in anticipation 
a s  b ig  and  s ma l l  W ood fe rn 
Roadrunners climbed aboard buses 
headed for the first day of school! 
Students arrived at Woodfern smiling 
and excited to begin a new adventure. 
Students reconnected with old friends 
and began making new friends almost 
immediately. We also had a very 
special visitor, as Dr. Schiff helped 
w e l co m e  s tu den t s  i n to  t he i r 

classrooms. 

 

The smiles and laughter continued into 
the cafeteria during lunchtime and 
spilled out onto the playground! As you 
can see, we have some very excited 
students who love to smile and are not 

shy around cameras at all! 

 

These pictured are just a small sample 
of what was recorded to help 
memorialize our first days of the new 
school year. I would like to thank our 
Home and School Association for 
taking these and many more pictures. 
One of our proudest Woodfern 
traditions is the slideshow presentation 
at Back to School Nights. Our HSA 
works very hard to take the pictures, 

compile and organize these, and 
finally set them to music. It is a 
fantastic way for our parents to 
“see” the first few days of school 
and further know that their precious 
children are in a wonderful learning 

and growing environment. 

 

 

We are off to an 
amazing start to the 

new school year!  

Woodfern Elementary School—Mr. Steven Kerrigan, Principal 
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Woods Road School—Ms. Jodi Howe, Principal 

It is hard to believe how quickly 
September and October flew by. I am 
happy to report that we are off to a 
successful and exciting school year. We 
are eager to build and continue 
partnerships that will ensure a positive 
year of learning.  
 
Woods Road School participated in many 
exciting activities througout October. To 
celebrate Fire Safety Week, we had a visit 
from the Woods Road Fire Company for 
our students on October 11. The firemen 
discussed fire safety. The students also 
had the opportunity to look at the fire 
trucks.   
 
We will continue our commitment to 
character education. In conjunction with 
our new curriculum called the Second 
Step program, our focus is on the six 
pillars of character. These are 
Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, 
Fairness, Caring and Citizenship. We will 
kick off our Character Education Program 
with an all-school assembly on November 
3, 2017. Students and staff will recite the 
Wildcat Character Pledge and learn about 
our first pillar of the month, Respect. 
Around the school, students hear the 
school motto, “Show character each day. 
It’s the Wildcat way!” as it is used as part 
of the morning announcements. Some of 
the goals of our program are to promote 
positive behavior in students and to build 
strong parent and teacher role models 
that works together in support of our 
students.  
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During the Week 
of Respect and 
School Violence 
A w a r e n e s s 
Week, teachers 
prepared lessons 
on bullying and 
held discussions 
with students on 
topics such as 
student diversity 
and tolerance. 
Students and 
staff participated 
in special theme days to show respect 
such as Think Pink Day-where 
students and staff wore many different 
shades of pink and had the opportunity 
to purchase a pink hair extension in 
honor of Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month. Woods Road School raised 
$1,414.67. We had 174 pink 
extensions. The most ever! Way to go 
Wildcats! Other themed days included 
Mismatch Clothes Day because at 
WRS, students and staff accept each 
other for our differences. Classes also 
reviewed the school’s procedures for 
emergencies such as fire drills and 
lock down drills, which will be 
conducted during school hours.  
 
Saturday, October 28, was a very 
special day, “Make a Difference Day,” 
which is devoted to helping others, 
service and volunteerism. On this day, 
individuals, families and organizations 
across our nation participated in 
activities that “make a difference” in 
communities and in the lives of people 
in need of food, clothing, assistance 
and care! It is a day to help others and 
to realize that each one of us CAN 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.  
 
Red Ribbon Week is a nationwide 
initiative to take a viable stand against 

substance abuse. This year, a 
different theme was symbolized as  
Woods Road School stood together 
against substance abuse. Woods 
Road School’s themes were: 
 
Monday, October 23—Wear Bright 
Colors—“My Future is Bright, No 
Drugs in Sight!” 
Tuesday, October 24—Wear Your 
Shirt Backwards—“Turn Your Back 
on Drugs!” 
Wednesday, October 25—Wear 
Red Clothing—“Ready to Eliminate 
Drugs!” 
Thursday, October 26—Wear 
Camouflage or Black Clothing—
“Drugs Can’t Find Us! Join the Fight 
against Drugs!” 
Friday, October 27—School Spirit 
Day —“Woods Road is Drug Free!” 
Monday, October 30—Wear your 
favorite sports shirt or jersey—
”We’re teaming up against drugs!” 
Tuesday, October 31—Wear your 
Halloween Costume—“Say BOO to 
Drugs!” 
 
We hope you will stop by to see all of 
the wonderful things happening at 
Wood Road School. 
 

Woods Road School…..is cool! 



Auten Road Intermediate School—Mr. Christopher Carey, Principal 

Luke Neilan, Kathleen O'Brien, Brian 
Micheal O'Kane, Vinay Panchal, Nayan 
Patel, Saumya Ramachandran, Aiza Haris 
Rana, Sheena Rithicka Martin Ravoori, 
Kathryn Rzeczkowski, Lilia Schell, Maya 
Sethuraman, Saarthak Shah, Ariel Shvetz, 
Abhiram Sripada, Jaival Trivedi, Damiano 
Vigneri, Aditi Hitesh Wadhel, and Lauren 
Woodmansee.   

 
American Red 
Cross Visits 
On September 
20, 5th grade 
s t u d e n t s 
participated in 
a 40-minute 
American Red 

Cross Program, “The Pillowcase Project.” 
ARIS school nurses, Ms. Newman and Ms. 
Haveson, with the help of the physical 
education and instrumental music 
teachers, coordinated this event. The 
American Red Cross Pillowcase Project 
teaches children coping skills and tips to 
prepare and deal with emergencies. The 
program aims to increase awareness and 
understanding of natural hazards and 
teaches safety, emotional coping skills and 
personal preparedness using three steps: 
learn, practice, and share. Students 
learned how to stay safe in an emergency 
and how to take action by practicing 
preparedness. Students were encouraged 
to share what they learned with family and 
friends to help create a better 
prepared community. Each 
student received a workbook to 
guide them in their preparation 
for an emergency as well as a 
pillowcase to be filled with 
suggested essential household 
items to prepare for easy 
transport during a disaster. 
Students pledged to participate in 
the Pillowcase Project and 
received an American Red Cross 
certificate. 
 
 
 
 

Advisory Program 
Auten Road Intermediate School is proud to 
continue its Advisory Program this year titled, 
Circle of Power and Respect (CPR). Advisory 
time takes place each Friday morning during 
homeroom. During this time, students have an 
opportunity to bond and share, with the 
expectation of creating a more cohesive social 
community within their teams, throughout the 
school, and elsewhere in their lives. The staff 
at Auten Road Intermediate School believes 
that students who connect with their peers, 
their schools, and their learning experience 
are more successful both socially and 
academically. Throughout the year, our 
students will learn the importance of the pillars 
of character education: responsibility, respect, 
citizenship, trust, and caring. Additionally, they 
will gain the tools to improve their social skills, 
problem solving, and community building. 
 

Safety Patrol   
On Tuesday, September 12, ARIS was proud 
to induct its 2nd class of Safety Patrol students. 
Students were selected to be a part of the 
Safety Patrol  based on teacher 
recommendations from the 2016-17 school 
year. Safety Patrol students help to maintain 
safe hallways during the afternoon dismissal 
process. On behalf of the Safety Patrol 
Advisors, Ms. Bryan-Ashwell and Ms. Young, I 
am pleased to recognize this year’s members: 
Amanda Victorya Abbruzze, Srisanjit 
Addepally, Giovani Antonio, Grace Bellina, 
Vishnu Bharadwaaj, Ellie Bice, Madison Borer, 
Scarlett Bottone, Ishika Dhawan, Emily 
Dickholtz, Meghana Gandavabi, Dyuthi 
Ganesh Reddy, Maren Goldberg, Charlotte 
Griffin, Nicole Grodzki, Riley Hahofer, Ethan 
He, Kaitlyn Houri, Arnav Kalapala, Anagha 
Konakanchi, Alexandra Kuzian, James 
Lotierzo, Victoria Mlynarski, Krish Nambiar, 

Week of Respect  
During the Week of Respect (October 4 – 
7), ARIS was pleased to have performers 
from The George Street Playhouse visit 
for two assemblies. On October 2, the 
entire 6th grade was treated to an 
assembly titled “Austin the Unstoppable” 
and on  October 6, 5th grade students 
attended an assembly titled “New Kid.” 
The assemblies discussed themes such 
as conflict resolution, making good 
choices, and standing up for what is right. 
Thank you to the Auten Road Home and 
School Association for making these 
performances possible!   
 
Hillsborough Police Officers Visit  
On Tuesday, October 17, representatives 
from the Hillsborough Police Department 
visited with students during lunch/recess 
time. The time was set aside as a part of 
our School Safety Week focus which 
places a special emphasis on being safe 
in school and our community. A special 
thank you to those representatives who 
were able to visit our students and to the 
entire Hillsborough Township Police 
Department. We appreciate all that you 
do each and every day to keep us safe!   
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Hillsborough Middle School—Dr. Joseph Trybulski, Principal 
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HMS Student Council 
Dr. Trybulski recently congratulated 
Rayan Patel as the newly elected 
president of the HMS Student 
Council. Along with Rayan the 
following officers were also elected 
to the governing board for 2017-18 
school year: Vice President Rishab 
Hari, Treasurer/Fundraising Chair 

Rohan Deb, and Secretary Sahil 
Patel. The Student Council works 
with the school administration to 
develop school policies and social 
events that support student life at 
HMS. All of the candidates for 
office spoke to the issues facing the 
school and their vision for 
improvement before assemblies of 
the entire student body. The 
members of the HMS Student 
Council who ran for the governing 
board positions included: Rushil 
Sharan, Raj Bopari, Allyson Lee, 
Olivia Padrusch, Nishaant Shah, 
Dhruv Kharod, Vinisha Bhagdev, 
Rishi Mukherjee, Ashrey Mahesh, 
Jimmy Marvits, and Divya Mudur. 

Book Fair 
The Scholastic Book Fair recently 
visited HMS during the week of 
October 4. Thanks to the work of 
Michele Farrell and all her 
volunteers from the HMS Home & 
School Association, the Book Fair 
connected students with hundreds 
of popular titles and great books 
while raising several thousand 
dollars for the school and free 
books for all of the literacy 
classroom libraries as well.    
   
Pumpkins for a Purpose! 
During the month of October, HMS 
Student Council sponsored a 
pumpkin decorating contest in 
homeroom as part of their 
campaign to raise money in support 
of the relief efforts for the victims of 
th is  summer ’s  devasta t ing 
hurricanes that struck the Gulf 
Coast from Texas to Florida and 
across the US Virgin Islands and 
Puerto Rico.  The decorated 
pumpkins from each homeroom 
competed against one another in 
efforts to raise the most in 
donations along with a prize for the 
homeroom studen ts as  a 
complement to their contribution in 
helping HMS extend the unity of 
our community to our fellow 
Americans in need.  



Thank you 
t o  t h e 
parents who 
a t t e n d e d 
our annual 
B a c k - t o -
S c h o o l 
Night on 
September 
13. The 
g r e a t 
t u r n o u t 

clearly demonstrated that our school 
and community understand that our 
students will do better when we work 
together and communicate openly 
about student needs, programs, and 
expectations. 
 
Thank you to the HHS community, who 
donated $3,210 to Hurricane Harvey 
efforts. Half was donated to the 
American Red Cross, and half was 
donated to our adopted school, Our 
Lady of Fatima—Galena Park, for relief 
efforts for their students and staff, many 
of whom lost everything. The schools 
were paired through Principals Helping 
Principals, a Facebook group that 
connected schools in hurricane-ravaged 
areas with willing schools across the 
nation. A special nod goes the OLF 
principal, Mr. Khanh Pham, who will be 

distributing the donation to the most 
needy in his school community. 
 
Congratulations to teachers Catherine 
Zavacki and Anjana Iyer, who had an 
article entitled “Introducing Polarity: 
Claim, Evidence, and Reasoning 
(CER)” published in the September 
2017 edition of Chem 13 News, a 
magazine published by the University 
of Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario, 
Canada. The article discusses the 
connections that can be found 
between concepts and how the CER 
method assists students in developing 
their own understanding of new 
concepts presented in class. 
 
Congratulations to Iris Liu, Catherine 
Nguyen and Diana Voronin, each of 
whom has been named a semifinalist 
in the National Merit Scholarship 
Program! Additionally, several other 
R a i d e r s  h a v e  b e e n  n a m e d 
Commended Students in 2018 
National Merit Program based on 2016 
PSAT/NMSQT score: Michael Atlas, 
Alexander Czako, Adele Kong, Kritik 
K o t h a r u ,  Ha n x i  M a ,  M e g h a 
Madhusuden, Karan Mahesh, Saketh 
Mandava, Emily Mastronardi, Ryan 
McCaffery, Nimish Mishra, Kaley 
Murday, Michael Park, Rakesh 
Senthilvelan, Sameer Shah, Carolyn 
Song, Janet Wei, Ashley Yang, and 
Andrew Zhang. 
 
Congratulations to HHS sophomore 
Keana Werlen and her team consisting 
of students from Franklin, Morris Hills, 
and Parsippany high schools, who 
earned second place in the first ever 
Oncology Olympiad at Rutgers 
University. The team also placed first 
in Round 1 of the Quiz Bowl, and 
Keana placed first in Round 2 of the 
Cancer Knowledge Mini Event. 

According to Program Coordinator 
Casanda Gabriele, “this elite event 
aimed to inspire the next generation of 
m e d i c a l  l e a d e r s  a n d  r a i s e 
philanthropic support for education 
programs.” 
 
Congratulations to Mr. Anthony (AJ) 
Smith, English teacher, on the recent 
publication of his book, Growth, based 
upon his experiences as a summer 
landscaper, which became his 
inspiration for this work of fiction. For 
more information, read the newspaper 
article from the Hunterdon County 
Democrat. 
 
The high school swim teams have 
been recognized once again for their 
academic performance. The girls 
earned the National Interscholastic 
Swim Coaches Association/Swim 
Outlet Gold Team Scholar award with 
a 3.834 GPA, which ranked them 31st, 
and the boys again earned NISCA/
Swim Outlet Silver Team Scholar 
award with a 3.745 GPA, which ranked 
them 29th. 
 
Resu l ts  we re  repor ted  a f te r 
graduation, but congratulations go out 
to HHS alumni Megan Bull, Alex 
Gonzalez, Anushka Khanna, Matt 
Sanders, and Monica Stamler, all of 
whom received NISCA/Speedo 
Academic All-American recognition. 

(Continued on page 11) 

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal 
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Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein (continued) 

varied from trips to Six Flags, special 
family dinners, and even how a banana 
peel flew out the window and got stuck on 
top of the car! Students are excited to 
continue sharing their memories 
throughout the rest of the year! 

 
The 4th grade students have been busy 
learning about growth mindset vs. fixed 
mindset. They completed various activities 
that taught students how to use positive 
thoughts and actions to change their 
thinking for the better. Students engaged 
in team building activities such as building 
the tallest tower, creating a pompom 
launcher, and playing a growth mindset 
board game. Videos were shown, and 
students completed an exercise to 
determine what side of the brain they 
used most. It was a fun-filled week of 

activities geared toward changing their 
thinking for the better. All the 4th 
grades have a growth mindset bulletin 
board posted in their rooms as a 
reminder to always focus on the 
positive side of things.  
 

 
 
 

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal (continued) 

This is based strictly on grades, not 
swimming performance, and in order to 
earn this award, you must have a 
minimum GPA of 3.750 and be a 
graduating senior. On the athletic side, 
Megan Bull earned NISCA/Speedo All 
American Status for the 200 FR with a 
time of 1:49.39, which ranked her 68th in 
the country in HS Swimming for that 
event. 
 
It’s good to be a Raider, and it is clear as 
the campus trees begin to turn their 

autumn colors that even our foliage is 
proud to wear the Raider cardinal red 
and gold! 
 
Parent-teacher conferences will be 
here in the blink of an eye. Please 
schedule an appointment following the 
instructions sent home in the instant 
alert and posted on the HHS website. 
We look forward to seeing you on 
November 20 and 21! 
 

http://www.hhs.htps.us/
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Looking Ahead on the District Calendar 
Nov. 7—In Service/Schools Closed 
Nov. 9-10—Schools Closed 
Nov. 13—Board of Education Meeting 
Nov. 16—Marking Period #2 Begins 
Nov. 17, 20, 21—Half Day—Gr. K-6/Conferences 
Nov. 20-21—Half Day—Gr. 7-12/Conferences 
Nov. 22—Half Day —All Students and Staff 
Nov. 23-24—Schools Closed 
Nov. 27—Board of Education Meeting 

Please visit the district’s website, www.htps.us, for additional events and details.  

Life Skills — Mrs. Minda Maggio, District Coordinator 

alcohol/drug prevention and peer 
pressure.   
 
Training and all necessary materials 
are provided to our parent volunteers.   
 
If you would like more information, or 
are interested in volunteering in your 
child’s classroom (grades Kindergarten 
through 6th grade), please contact 
Minda Maggio at mmaggio@htps.us or 
(908) 431-6600 ext. 2809. 

—- 
“Volunteers don’t get paid, not 
because they’re worthless, but 

because they’re priceless.”  

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes (continued) 

conversations regarding what s/he learned 
as opposed to what grade s/he brings home 
on an assessment. Ask your child’s teacher 
what s/he can do to demonstrate his/her 
learning of the content as opposed to how 
s/he can improve his/her grade. These 
subtle changes in the conversation have an 
impactful effect on the focus for students. 
We are partners in the learning journey and 
strive to promote a quest for lifelong 
learning in students, as this is a necessity 
for success in today’s society. 

Life Skills “Parents in the  
Classroom” Program is looking for 

parent volunteers! 
—- 

“Volunteers do not necessarily have the 
time; they just have the heart.” 

—- 
Hillsborough Township Public Schools’ Life 
Skills program offers parents a unique 
opportunity to volunteer to teach an 
important lesson in your child’s classroom. 
The program includes topics such as self-
esteem, accepting differences, conflict 
resolution, stranger safety, anti-bullying, 

 

https://clipartfest.com/i-taught-stripe-how-to-whistle-cartoon-393445 

 

http://www.htps.us/
https://twitter.com/#!/HillsboroughBOE
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